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it ends, as far as the village is concerned, with the reel-
ing of the silk thread. The problem of marketing I
shall deal with in the chapter after next.
Scientific knowledge in egg production consists of
two parts, namely, the breeding of superior species
through experimental crossing, and the separation of
infected eggs through microscopic examination.
Formerly the people produced eggs through pure line
breeding of their own worms. They would also allow
the germs to be handed do\vn to the second generation.
To reform the system of egg production, it was not
practical to teach each villager the principles of genetics
and the use of the microscope. It is much cheaper to
employ a specialist to produce the eggs for the use of
the villagers. The school therefore took over this
work at first and supplied the villagers. It is interest-
ing to note that in this respect the reformers were in-
consistent in their aims. They decided to keep in-
dustry in the village, but egg production has been
removed from the village into the hands of specialists.
But egg production is economically unimportant,
because the cost of the eggs is only 3 per cent, of the
total cost of the production of raw silk.
The demand for disinfected eggs increased rapidly
as the silk reform gradually spread over the whole
region of the lower Yangtze valley- The School could
not meet the demand and thus many private egg pro-
ducers seized the chance to make a profit. The
quality of eggs could not be maintained and the bad
effects on the reform programme became evident. This
situation led to government interference. A bureau
for censoring the eggs was established by the provincial
government with authority over the private producers
and prices were also controlled, (CoL B. IV. B. i.)

